I CASE STUDY

GlebeinvestorGOLD

INFORMATION
Location: Toronto, ON
Web site: www.gold.globeinvestor.com

Industry: Media

CHALLENGE

Develop a subscription-based, fault-
tolerant and scalable product that
can stream stock quotes, news and
video.

SOLUTION

Affinity Systems designed and
implemented a high-performance
client-server configuration with fault
tolerant components that are
scalable to tens of thousands of
users.

TECHNOLOGIES
= C++
= STL
= MFC
= Oracle
= PL/SQL
= JSP
= Java
= JavaScript
= Java Applets
= Windows Server

s Softwate by Design

AFFINITY

GlobeinvestorGOLD provides users
with real-time feeds for all their
investment needs

Bell Globemedia Interactive (BGMI) operates all media initiatives across the divisions
of Bell Globemedia. BGMI is responsible for notable Internet properties such as
globeinvestor.com, Sympatico-Lycos, workopolis.com, robtv.com, ctvnews.com, and
toronto.com.

BGMI approached Affinity Systems
to help develop GlobeinvestorGOLD,
a subscription-based product
providing financial information and
services for predominantly Canadian
investors. The goals of the product
were to demonstrate convergence
of technologies within the BCE
family of companies, while offering
the customer value-added content
and providing streaming stock
quotes, news and video.
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OUR SOLUTION

Affinity Systems designed and
implemented both the server
and client components of the
GlobeinvestorGOLD product.
Our communications and
server architecture provided
the basis for a general client-
server configuration that
supports high-performance
“push” architecture. All
components were designed
to be fault tolerant and
scalable to tens of thousands
of users.

System Architecture

We split the server workload over a primary and a set of secondary servers. One class
of server supports all transactions between the client and the server including client
software download, cache establishment and data publish/subscribe. Another class
of server handles requests from other servers for quote information (Level I and Il)
and delays quotes based on customer subscription levels. An alert server watches
quote and news feeds, and triggers alerts when conditions are met. A dedicated
processor receives real-time feeds from the quote server and writes them to the
database in real-time and delayed forms.

The client component is a Java applet, running within the secure JVM browser
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streaming video and stock
quotes, Level Il display, alerts,
stock news, and time series
charting. The software is designed
for branding, and is currently
being offered by a number of
financial institutions under their
own banner.

BENEFITS

» Client-server configuration
supports high-performance
“push” architecture.

= Designed components are fault ol
tolerant and scalable to tens of e ey A R
thousands of users.

= |nvestor information is available to
subscribers in real-time 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.

* Real-time feeds from the quote
server are written to the database
in real-time and delayed forms
based on customer subscription
levels.

Affinity Systems
1599 Hurontario Street, Suite 302
Mississauga, Ontario L5G 4S1

Tel: 905-278-9444
E-mail: sales@affsys.com

For more information, please visit:
www.affsys.com
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